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Frequently Asked Questions on b-solutions 

Version of 14.03.2019 

 

 

With regard to the application:  

 

1. Who is eligible to apply?  

Eligible to apply for the call for proposals are: 

-public bodies at the national, regional or local level, and public equivalent bodies;  

-cross-border structures such as European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation 

(EGTCs), Euroregions, Eurodistricts, Eurocities and similar cross-border structures 

with legal personality, even if they are private organisations. 

 

Further criteria for eligibility refer to the location. These are: 

-all applicants must be located in an EU Member State (or neighbouring EFTA 

country); 

-the territory on which the applicant has a legal competence to intervene must share 

at least one EU internal land border with another EU Member State/EFTA country. 

 

2. What are the general eligibility criteria? 

b-solution general eligibility criteria are the following:  

-the Application Form has been submitted electronically via the dedicated webpage 

before the deadline indicated in the present Call for Proposals;  

-the Application Form is completely filled in English;  

-the applicants correspond to the applicant’s profile detailed under section 3 of the 

present Call for Proposals. 
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3. Is the creation of a partner consortia a prerequisite?  

No, a partnership is not a prerequisite to apply. If desired, the application can involve 

one or more partners, preferably from the other side(s) of the border.   

Private bodies can participate in the application as partners, but the applicant 

responsible for the application must be a public body. 

Please note that partners must be directly involved in the identified obstacle (e.g. a 

hospital if the obstacle is the access to health infrastructure).  

A natural person cannot be, in any case, considered as a partner. 

There is no maximum limit to the number of partners.   

 

4. Are maritime borders with a land connection-like a bridge-eligible?  

Eligibility of regions is related to the Communication of the European Commission 

'Boosting Growth and Cohesion in EU Border Regions'. This communication provides 

a map of the terrestrial border regions along internal EU28 and EFTA borders on 

page 3. 

Being b-solutions a follow up action of the Communication, the same criteria apply 

here. In this light, the border region between Byen København and Skåne Län, 

including the Øresund Bridge, for example, is considered a land border (NUTS 3 

regions SE224 and DK011). On the other hand, the border area around the 

Eurotunnel is not considered as a land border according to this map (NUTS 3 regions 

FR302 and UKJ44). 

 

5. Are overseas territories eligible?  

The 2nd call for proposals for b-solutions states on page 10 that eligible "applicants 

shall be located in an EU Member State (or neighbouring EFTA country) and their 

territories share at least one EU internal land border with another EU Member 

State/EFTA country". Therefore, Overseas Countries and Territories of the EU (OCT) 

are not eligible in the framework of this call, as they are associated with the EU and 

have special relationship with one of the member states of the EU, but they do not 

form part neither of the EU territory nor of the EU Single Market, and the EU acquis 

does not apply to them. 

On the other hand, Outermost Regions (OMR) are part of the EU, but there is not a 

single case of an outermost region bordering a land territory of the EU. 

- Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT) of the European Union: Anguilla (UK), 

Aruba (NL), Bermuda (UK), Bonaire (NL), British Virgin Islands (UK), Cayman Islands 

(UK), Curaçao (NL), Falkland Islands (UK), French Polynesia (FR), French Southern 

and Antarctic Lands (FR), Greenland (DK), Montserrat (UK), New Caledonia (FR), 

Pitcairn Islands (UK), Saba (NL), Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha 

Islands (UK), Saint-Barthélemy (FR), Saint-Pierre and Miquelon (FR), Sint Eustatius 

(NL), Sint Maarten (NL), Turks and Caicos Islands (UK), Wallis and Futuna (FR). 

- Outermost Regions (OMR) of the EU: which are part of the EU: Azores and 

Madeira (PT), Canary Islands (ES), French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Saint 

Martin, La Réunion and Mayotte (FR). 

Additionally, there are several special cases, with ad hoc arrangements in their 

relationship with the EU. In general: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/2014/boosting_growth/com_boosting_borders.pdf
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- Areas that are part of the EU: Åland Islands, Büsingen am Hochrhein, Campione 

d'Italia and Livigno, Ceuta and Melilla, UN Buffer Zone in Cyprus, Gibraltar, Helgoland 

and Mount Athos. 

- Areas that are not part of the EU: Akrotiri and Dhekelia, Faroe Islands, Channel 

Islands (Bailiwick of Jersey and Bailiwick of Guernsey), Isle of Man and Northern 

Cyprus. 

 

6. Can I apply for more than one proposal? 

Any applicant or partner can be involved in only one advice case proposal within the 

same thematic area in the framework of the present Call for Proposals. Consequently, 

applicants and partners can apply for other proposals in other thematic areas. 

 

 

With regard to the selection process: 

 

7. How will the selection procedure look like?  

AEBR will perform a first eligibility check.  

Secondly, AEBR and the European Commission (Border Focal Point) will perform 

quality assessments and rank the proposals.  

AEBR will prepare an evaluation report to be submitted and discussed with the 

Commission, with a proposal of a maximum of 35 selected applications to be 

implemented. 

The final list of selected applications will be agreed with the European Commission. 

 

8. What are the criteria for the selection? 

In order to be selected, the advice cases must respect the following criteria:  

-the application addresses real and documented obstacles of an administrative and/or 

legal nature hampering cross-border cooperation;  

-the obstacle is related to one of the thematic field addressed in the Communication 

of the European Commission;  

-the solution of the obstacle presented would cause a potential increase in cross-

border cooperation; 

-the applicant or the partners have a mandate to devise solutions;  

-the action is replicable. 

 

 

With regard to the implementation: 

 

9. Will the successful cases receive a grant?  

No, the selected applicants will not receive grants. The successful cases will be 

attributed the support of an expert who will cooperate with them in defining the 

obstacle and possibly finding a solution to it. 

The budget of the initiative is € 5,000 per case for a maximum of 35 selected cases 

and it will be used to pay the experts and cover their travel costs. 
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10. How will the expert be paid? 

The expert will be paid directly by AEBR upon signature of a service contract between 

the expert and AEBR. The amount of € 5,000 for each successful case includes 

expert's fees as well as travel and accommodation costs allowing for one week of 

meetings on the premises of the entity. This is the final amount and all related costs 

(e.g. taxes) are included. 

 

11.  What is the duration of the implementation? 

The general implementation period last up to 4 months. From May to August 2019, 

participants will have time to coordinate with the expert and provide him or her with 

the necessary information, organise one week of meetings in the region where the 

obstacle to be analysed is detected, and receive a report from the expert.  

 

12. How will the experts provide help to the advice cases?  

The experts will grant support in defining the obstacle in a clear and systematic way, 

as well as in identifying a solution and outline a legal framework from which to 

proceed. The legal expert attributed to successful applicants would lead, in each 

advice case, to a case report that will include i) a clear description of the legal 

obstacle, ii) a clear indication of the legal dispositions causing the obstacle and iii) a 

roadmap towards a possible solution with iv) indication of the entities to be involved 

in the possible solution. 

 

13. How will the experts be selected?  

A list of experts will be prepared by AEBR and successively approved by the 

Commission.  

 

14. How will they be assigned to the single cases? 

AEBR will allocate an expert to each selected case and inform the applicant 

accordingly, taking into consideration the thematic area of the advice case and its 

local/regional/territorial specificities and the specialized knowledge of the expert.  

 

15. What are the expected results and outputs of the advice cases?  

The main purpose of the present call for proposals is to address cases where 

interactions across the border are more difficult either because of lack of legislative 

coherence applicable on both sides of the border, or because of inconsistencies in 

term of administrative procedures.  

In light of this, each case should allow for a definition of the existing obstacle in a 

clear and systematic way. The final aim is to identify a solution and outline a new 

legal framework from which to overcome the addressed obstacle.  

Furthermore, at a broader level, the applicants are meant to outline the potential 

increase of cross-border cooperation if the obstacle is solved, and to stress the 

potential replicability of their action elsewhere.  

 

16. What kind of reporting activities are envisaged in this call for proposals?  

Under this call for proposals, successful candidates will be required to provide only 

one final report. This will include the documentation and description of the obstacle 
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performed by the experts. In particular, each case report will include i) a clear 

description of the obstacle, ii) a clear indication of the legal disposition causing the 

obstacle, iii) a roadmap towards a possible solution with iv) indication of the entities 

to be involved in the possible solution.  

 

 

With regard to the initiative b-solutions: 

 

17. What are the expected results and outputs of b-solutions?  

b-solutions is expected to provide with:  

- Solutions addressing specific legal and administrative obstacles which should be 

replicable, made available and promoted in other border region across the EU;  

- Innovative proposals that can inform further development and implementation 

of new approaches by regional/national authorities and/or via EU instruments; 

- Evidence of increased exchange of information and mutual engagement in border 

areas;  

- Increased understanding of specific obstacles and potential solutions at 

local/regional/national and EU level.  

 

18. How will AEBR disseminate b-solutions results? 

At the end of the reporting period (December 2019), AEBR will disseminate and 

communicate the results achieved by the cases through the online platform “Boosting 

EU border regions”. Furthermore, a compendium illustrating the main findings and 

proposals delivered will be elaborated in cooperation with the Commission.  

 

19. What is the Border Focal Point? 

The Border Focal Point has been established in the Directorate General for Regional 

and Urban Policy (DG REGIO) to coordinate the implementation of the proposed 

action plan and to provide Member States and other players with support to address 

border issues. It is composed of Commission experts and provides border 

stakeholders with a platform to discuss and present border issues and solutions. The 

Border Focal Point is part of the 10 measures proposed by the adopted Commission 

Communication "Boosting Growth and Cohesion in EU Border Regions" which aims to 

highlight ways in which Europe can reduce the complexity, length and costs of cross-

border interaction and promote the pooling of services along internal EU borders. The 

present call for advice cases (b-solutions) is yet another concrete action proposed in 

the Communication and now put into practice. 

An online professional network to present and discuss legal and administrative 

obstacles and possible solutions has been created and it is operational since January 

2018. You can register here. 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/node/2795
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/user/register

